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being dependent upon a rejected base claim. Applicant believes that claim 1 is allowable over 
the cited prior art at least for the reasons set forth below. Therefore, claims 2, 9, 11, 12, 14, and 
16-18, which depend on claim 1, are believed to be allowable. However, Applicant stands ready 
to rewrite claims 2, 9, 1 1, 12, 14, and 16-18 to be in independent form so that they do not depend 
on rejected claims. 

III. 35 U.S.C. S 102(e) Rejection 

Claims 1, 3-8, 10, 13, and 15 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,728,482 to Hagimori et al. ("Hagimori"). Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection, and reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Applicant submits that Hagimori does not disclose every element of the claims. 
Furthermore, Hagimori is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as of its earhest U.S. filing date of 
July 1, 2003 and does not constitute prior art because its earliest U.S. filing date is later than the 
filing date of Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-212232, which was filed July 22, 2002. 
Applicant claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-212232 under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 19. To perfect the claim to priority based upon Japanese Patent AppHcation No. 2002-212232, 
enclosed with this Response is a certified English Translation of the Priority Application. The 
pending claims are not anticipated by Hagimori because the reference does not constitute prior 
art. Withdrawal of the claim rejections on these grounds is respectfiiUy requested. 

Based on the foregoing, the rejections of claims 1, 3-8, 10, 13, and 15 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) should be withdrawn, and reconsideration is respectfiiUy requested. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 
to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfiiUy requested 
to pass this apphcation to issue. 
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If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through either a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is 
respectfiilly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 



Dated: May 19,2005 Respectfully submitted. 



By_ 




Denise L. Poy 

Registration No.: 53,480 

DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicants 



{W:\09613\000M947000\00434200.DOC IHinilllllilinilllllDiiH } 



